
TRANSPOSING INSTRUMENTS
Instruments that produce sounds different from the ones they read. 

The sound they produce when they read middle C :
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CHEAT SHEET 2: TRANSPOSING INSTRUMENTS

CLARINET

In A (down a minor third)

In Bb (down a major second)

In Eb (up a minor third)

ENGLISH HORN In F (down a perfect fifth)

OBOE D’AMORE In A (down a minor third)

SAXOPHONE
In Bb (down a major second)

PICCOLO An octave higher

CONTRABASS OR 
DOUBLE BASS

An octave lower

In Eb (up a minor third)

Ready to learn more? 
Watch this video!

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/FDucS-LjxEg

